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Drive Your
Auto Loan Over
Enjoy FREE GAP insurance
when you transfer your loan to us!
With rates as low as

1.99

%

Apply Today!
Ask us how.

APR*

See Inside:
*APR = annual percentage rate. Rates subject to change
at any time without notice. Monthly payment amount
approximately $28.64 on $1,000 for 36 months at 1.99%
APR. Loans available to qualified members only. GAP
incentive is for loans transferred to Sabine FCU from
another financial institution. Rates are for new money
only. GAP is valued at $399

• International Credit Union Day
• Are You Spending Too Much on Groceries?
• 7 Ways to Protect Your Credit Score

THINGS TO KNOW
2021 BOARD NOMINATIONS

REGULATION D

Any members interested in a position on the
Board of Directors should contact a member
of the Nominating Committee. A qualified
candidate must submit a statement of his
or her qualifications and biographical data
along with meeting the minimum required
qualifications. The nominations open on
October 30 and end on November 20th.

Earlier this year, the federal government
made a rule change that may affect
the way you use your savings account.
Regulation D is a federal banking rule that
affects how banks and credit unions are
able to classify certain types of accounts.
On April 24, 2020, the Federal Reserve
Board announced changes to Regulation
D that have the goal of making it easier for
people to access their savings accounts
without penalty. The change eliminated
the six-per-month limit on transfers from
savings accounts.

To place your name before the Nominating
Committee as a possible nominee, please
contact one of the following: Charlotte
Foreman, Raymond Bourgeois, George Barron.

Please call the credit union at
409-988-1300 for contact information.

HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES
Hunting and fishing licenses are available
at all locations! *Free for active military*

Give Your
Budget a Break.
Christmas is coming up! Skip loan
payments* twice a year with Skip-A-Pay.
Learn more at SabineFCU.org/Skip-A-Pay
* Fee of $25 per loan, per occurrence. Restrictions apply. See website for full disclosure.

Contactless Payments
Make payments without opening your wallet!
Enjoy easy, secure, and safe transactions with
Apple Pay®, Google Pay, and Samsung Pay.

Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPad, Apple Watch, Apple Pay and Touch ID are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.

2020 INTERNATIONAL CREDIT UNION DAY
This year’s theme is “Inspiring Hope for a Global Community.” Each year we come
together to celebrate International Credit Union Day to raise awareness about what it
means for members around the world to have a credit union as a financial partner.
This year’s global health crisis has been trying for many communities around the world
and will impact what our local credit union day will look like here at Sabine FCU.

Beginning on October 15th through October 30th, stop by any Sabine FCU location
and receive your free gift. This year’s gifts are pop-up lanterns. (while supplies last)

And on Thursday, October 15th, 2020, from 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., you can stop by
our Strickland Drive location to donate blood. The LifeShare bus will be onsite for a
community blood drive.

Thank you for being a member of Sabine FCU and thank you for trusting us to be your
primary financial institution.

VOTED BEST!
Best Credit Union
Best Place for
Home Improvement Loan
Best Place for Auto Loan
Best Bank Teller –
Tiffani Birdon-Culpepper
Best Place for Mortgage Loan

A BIG Shout Out!

We are thankful for being a part of such
a great community and for being recognized
for our commitment to serving you.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Sabine Credit Union Members,
As we enter into the last quarter of 2020, many of us are thinking…
what a year it’s been! It’s been full of challenges, hardships, and
recovery once again from a hurricane. I sincerely hope that you
and your loved ones are safe, secure, and healthy.

Lighthouse charities -als
Served over 6,000 meange
to the citizens of Orura.
after Hurricane La

COVID-19 has made ensuring your safety during face-to-face contact
and in-person visits to the credit union a top priority. Here are a
few actions Sabine FCU employees are taking each day to keep
our physical locations clean:
• Installed touchless hand sanitizer stations in each branch
• Required cleaning of workstations and counters between each
member interaction
• Daily cleaning of each drive-through lane kiosk and cannisters
• Daily cleaning of the ATM’s and Instant Teller machines
• Encouraging social distancing inside the Credit Union offices
Also, with Hurricane Laura only barely in our rearview mirror, we have
seen so much devastation in our city and surrounding area. At Sabine
FCU, we were able to open back up to conduct business only a few
days after the storm passed through. Our job is to serve your financial
needs, and our team here at Sabine came back quickly after the
storm to be ready to meet those needs.
By offering a relief loan, increasing checking account overdraft
limits, waiving some convenience fees for electronic payments,
and automatically deferring consumer loans for a month, we hope
that these measures have helped you recover financially from the
hardship of the storm. If there is anything we can do to help with
your financial situation, please contact us.

Sabine FCU employees making
meals along with the gracious
group from Baytown that was
there to cook the meals.

Kenita Doug
serving a meahl arty, CEO
to
the cars in linone of
e.

Our motto is more than just a saying…. it’s what we believe here at
Sabine FCU…. where you matter most.
As we look ahead to a brighter 2021, I wish you all the best. Thanks
for allowing Sabine Federal Credit Union to be part of your financial
lives. It is a privilege.

Sincerely,

Kenita Dougharty
Kenita Dougharty, CEO

Kristen Placette presenting Madison’s with
a check to assist their partnership with Grace
Harbor Lighthouse Church and the National
Guard in Lake Charles. This donation, along
with the donations from other SETX credit
unions helped to provide over 800 meals every
day for residents and first responders
affected by Hurricane Laura.

Are You Spending Too
Much on Groceries?
How many times have you checked out at the grocery and were surprised by the total? It’s easy to let
our grocery bill get too big if we’re not careful. Yes, food prices have gone up for certain items lately,
and we’re making more meals at home now than eating at restaurants, but there are ways to keep
that expense under control.
Figure out how much you can reasonably spend on food. Financial advisors suggest spending no more
than 10% of your income after taxes on food. That includes the supermarket as well as restaurants.
Make a shopping list. There are many grocery shopping apps available. Find one that fits your needs. These
help you create digital shopping lists, including some that offer digital coupons. If you prefer going old
school, make your list with a pen and paper and post the list on a board in your kitchen. As you run low on
items, put them on your list. Then, when it’s time to shop, stick to that list and try to avoid impulse buying.
Use reward programs. If you use a major retailer, the store will likely have a store reward program. Make
sure you sign up for it to get store discounts and coupons. The store may even have its own shopping app.
Consider ordering online. Not only does it save you a trip inside a store during the pandemic, it also keeps
a running total of your expenses before you check out. If you go over your shopping limit, you simply take
certain items off your list to bring down your total. Ordering online can also lessen impulse buying.
Buy only what you need. Avoid buying anything simply because you have a coupon or because the store
offers a bulk discount. If you can’t eat two bags of salad greens in a week, a “buy one get one 50% off” offer
will simply fill your garbage can with wasted food.
Keeping your food expenses under control is easy with a little planning. The digital tools available makes this
even easier. The hardest part will be controlling your impulse to reach for a sweet treat before checking out,
and for that, you’re on your own.

Send money with Zelle® straight
from your mobile banking app
Send, request or split money
easily with Zelle
Zelle is a simple way to send money to family,
friends and people you know and trust. Whether
you’re sending a birthday gift to a grandchild or
reimbursing a friend, use Zelle —which is included
in your online and mobile banking experience.
Get started today at: sabinefcu.org/zelle/

Copyright © 2020. All rights reserved. Zelle and the Zelle related marks are wholly owned by Early Warning Services, LLC and are used herein under license.

Cash Assets?
Don’t
Quarantine
Them.
Deposit rates are declining.
Ask us about alternative options
to traditional accounts.
Declining deposit rates may mean that it’s time for your assets
to get out there and work harder for you.
Since your Sabine Federal Credit Union membership extends to Investment
Services, call today to speak with a CFS* Financial Advisor and see all your
options for potentially higher rates of return than traditional accounts.

We’re ready to make your money work harder,
call Violetta Propps at 409-988-1362.
*	Non-deposit investment products and services are offered through CUSO Financial
Services, LP (“CFS”), a registered broker-dealer (Member FINRA/SIPC) and SEC
Registered Investment Advisor. Products offered through CFS: are not NCUA/NCUSIF
or otherwise federally insured, are not guarantees or obligations of the credit union,
and may involve investment risk including possible loss of principal. Investment
Representatives are registered through CFS. The credit union has contracted with CFS to
make non-deposit investment products and services available to credit union members.

Have you
downloaded
the apps?

Mobile Banking
• Check balances
• Pay bills

Card Valet
With the help of the free CardValet®
app, you can easily:

• Find ATM locations

• Turn your debit card ON and OFF

• Send, request, or receive
money with Zelle

• Limit locations where the card
can be used

• Deposit checks remotely with
Mobile Deposit Capture

• Manage family or employee spending

7

Ways to Protect
Your Credit Score

Your credit score is a three-digit number that creditors use to assess how likely you are to repay
your loans. A high score can help you qualify for the lowest interest rates and gives you the ability to
borrow money for purchases.
Here are seven things you can do to make sure your credit score stays healthy:

31

1. Pay back your debts on time. How you’ve repaid past debt is the most important
factor (35%) in calculating your credit score.
2. Apply for new credit only when you need it. Ten percent of your credit score is
determined by how many new credit accounts you’ve opened and the number of
times lenders have checked your credit. Another 15% of your score is determined
by the length of your credit history. When you add a new account into the mix,
the average age of your credit accounts drops.
3. Don’t co-sign. Be cautious about co-signing a loan, even for family members, unless
you are willing and able to take on the payments later, if necessary. If a payment is
missed and you don’t pay it, it can negatively affect your credit score.
4. Consider keeping starter cards open. Cards designed for people without a credit
history, called starter cards, usually have high interest rates and fees, low limits and
few rewards. Even though you’ve stopped using them, it’s a good idea to keep them
open. This will help the 15% of your score that comes from the length of your credit
history. It also will help the even bigger part (30%) of your score that’s based on
your utilization ratio: your credit card debt relative to your total available credit.
5. Guard your personal information. Be very careful when giving out your Social
Security number, birth date, credit card numbers, and other personal information. Use
secure websites and be cautious on phone calls. Don’t leave paperwork with
this information on it lying around—shred it.
6. Regularly monitor all your accounts. Even if you don’t use them, check each
account to make sure there aren’t charges, such as annual fees, and that no one is
fraudulently using your card. Order a free credit report from annualcreditreport.com
or sign into online banking and take advantage of our service, Credit Sense.
7. Stay diligent. Make sure that the good credit score you’ve worked so hard to build
stays that way.

CREDIT SENSE
With Credit Sense, you can conveniently access and
monitor your credit score and receive tips to improve
your score.
All you have to do is sign in to online banking either
on your desktop or mobile app.

P.O. Box 3000 | Orange, Texas 77631-3000

CHRISTMAS LOAN

WRAP IT UP!

Loans will be available
starting October 15th for
the holiday season.
Apply online or speak
to a loan officer.

QUESTIONS? Contact us at 888.319.7328 or www.sabinefcu.org

Locations

2019

2020 Holidays

Physical Address (Main Office)

InstanTTeller (ITM)

Veterans’ Day - Wednesday, November 11

1939 Strickland Dr.
Orange, Texas 77630
409.988.1300

6020 West Roundbunch
Orange, Texas 77630

Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 26

InstanTTeller Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Christmas Holiday - Thursday, December 24

Lobby Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Drive-Thru Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Downtown Branch
123 South Sixth St.
Orange, Texas 77630
409.882.7813
Lobby Hours (Downtown Branch)
Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Closed for lunch: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Thanksgiving Holiday - Friday, November 27
Christmas Day - Friday, December 25

Bridge City Branch
715 Texas Ave
Bridge City, Texas 77611
Lobby Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
InstanTTeller Drive-Thru Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 3000
Orange, Texas 77631
1.888.319.SFCU

Featured Rates
Autos

As low as 2.75% APR

Home Equity

As low as 3.25% APR

Boat

As low as 4.00% APR

Motorcycle/ATV

As low as 4.00% APR

Platinum Mastercard

As low as 8.99% APR

We’ve got some of the best rates in town!
For a complete list of rates, visit www.sabinefcu.org.
*Rates subject to change without notice.

